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A Developmental of Symbolic Play in—3-year—old children
—Analyzing children’s interaction with their friends—

Takiko FUJITUKA

Abstract

The goal of this research project was to study process by which 3 years olds
make friends while playing make believe in the playground during the first
four months of preschool. 1 observed the way that children new to preschool
established a place for themselves to play , and how they interact with other
establish a common theme to base their make-believe play on. When children
play make-believe their communication with one another is mostly grounded in
mimicking the movements of whatever they are pretending to be. When children
play make believe, they take on a role and demonstrate that role to their
playmates. However, I discovered that it is not the simple with 3 years olds.
Make-believe play is often initiated by non-verbal cues. The children often
start their play by handling the same objects as their playmates, or by
observe what the other what children are doing, and base their role in the
make believe on that. The place of play and actions of play are factors that
affect the child’ s friend making process. However, it is impossible to
understand the child s friend making process by only looking at these factors.
It has been made clear that communication through imitating one another,
looking back and reflecting on play, and muscle memory are also very
important.
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